Listening to Ragtime 

‘What is Ragtime?’, ‘How Fast Should Ragtime be Played?’ These, and many 
other frequently asked questions are answered by Winter in this in-depth study of 
ragtime’s musical language and style. 

Let me Perform! 

Broken down into three easy-to-access sections, you can 
learn how to play a rag (‘Playing Piano rags’), see and learn about the dances 
that Ragtime music inspired (‘Ragtime Dancing’), and hear our featured singers 
talk candidly about ragtime songs and the challenge of performing them 
(‘Singing Rags’). 

Reference Room 

Access a collection of over 200 striking ragtime sheet music covers, a composer 
gallery, a turn-of-the-century movie arcade and over 200 articles with searchable 
text. You may also browse through hundreds of drawings and photographs, as 
well as read up on where to find even more information on the ragtime years. 

Make your own Rag 

Create and save your own rags from hundreds of musical phrases. Who knows, 
you may be the next Scott Joplin! 

Technical help services 

For help with this disc, please call our technical help line on 0345 697008 (calls 
charged at local rate). 



About Robert Winter 

Robert Winter has established himself as a pioneering multimedia author, an artist 
with the unusual combination of scholarly credibility, a knack for communicating with 
mass audiences, and the natural ability to think interactively. While Robert’s first 
four titles for the Voyager Company and Microsoft all dealt with Western classical 
music, he has long taught and played popular music. His first Calliope title 
introduces a side that may be new to consumers of Robert’s early multimedia work 
but will be familiar to all those who know him. 

For the record, Robert earned a B.A. from Brown University, an M.F.A. in Piano from 
the State University of New York at Buffalo, and a Ph. D. in the History & Theory of 
Music from the University of Chicago. He joined the UCLA music faculty in 1974, 
served as Chair of the Music Department in 1992-93, and has just been appointed 
to the Presidential Chair in Music and Interactive Arts. He remains a widely sought 
after speaker and spokesperson for the digital arts. Working closely with his partner 
Jay Heifetz, Robert is responsible for overseeing and implementing the development 
of Calliope’s product line. 

About Macmillan Interactive Publishing 

Robert Winter’s Crazy for Ragtime is marketed and distributed in the UK, Ireland, 
Australia, New Zealand and parts of Europe by Macmillan Interactive Publishing. 

Part of the Macmillan group, we are dedicated to providing high quality 
entertainment and education multimedia titles for the whole family. 
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INSTALLATION PROCEDURE 



Apple Macintosh 

1 Insert the CD into your CD-ROM drive. 

2 In the window for the Ragtime CD, double-click the Ragtime Installer icon. 

3 Click Install for the default installer, or on the Custom button for other options. 

4 Check the Readme file for late-breaking tips. 

5 Restart your computer so the new extensions will load (if prompted to do so by 
the installer). 

6 Double-click the Crazy for Ragtime icon on the hard drive. The program will begin. 

Optional Performance Enhancements 

1 Recommended: In the Memory control panel, turn off Virtual Memory, and set 
Cache Size to 64K. 

2 Recommended: For best performance, quit any open applications and turn off 
file sharing, screen savers, and any other program that might put a dialog box 
on the screen. 

3 If you have a fast Macintosh that supports video at thousands of colours (16-bit 
video) or millions of colours (24-bit video), you can improve the appearance of 
the video in the program by setting your monitor to one of those settings. Use 
the Monitors control panel to set your monitor to the colour depth you desire. 
Running in thousands or millions of colours demands more processing power, 
but the movies will look better. Thousands of colours should be more than 
adequate. If you experience slowness or difficulty while using higher colour 
settings, switch colour depth back to 256 colours. 

4 You can also increase performance by increasing Ragtime’s memory allocation. 
To do so: 

a) In the Finder, pull down the Apple menu and select About This Macintosh... 




b) Make a note of the size of the Largest Unused Block... 

c) Click once on the ScriptX Player icon on your hard disk and then select Get Info 
from the File menu. 

d) Next to Preferred size, either enter the largest amount of memory you have 
available, or your own desired amount. Be sure the amount you enter is at 
least 600K less than the Largest Unused Block (to allow for what are known 
as ‘buffers’). 

e) Close the Get Info window to register the changes you have made. 

5 For optimum sound, we recommend external speakers. 

PC/Windows 

1 Insert the CD into your CD-ROM drive. 

2 If you are using Windows 3.x, in the Program Manager, pull down the File 
menu and select Run... If you are using Windows ‘95, choose Run... from the 
Start menu. 

3 Type D:\SETUP and press the Enter key (if necessary, substitute the letter of 
your CD-ROM drive for D). 

4 Follow the instructions on the screen. 

5 Check the README file on the CD for late-breaking details. 

6 After the installer has finished. If you’re using Windows 3.x, your Program 
Manager will contain an icon labelled Crazy For Ragtime. Double-click on the 
icon to launch the program. 

OR... 

If you are using Windows ‘95, the Programs item of your Start menu will 
contain an item labelled Calliope (or the name you entered when installing) 
which will contain an item labelled Crazy For Ragtime. Choose this item to 
launch the program. 

7 For optimum sound, we recommend external speakers. 




YOUR GUIDE AROUND THIS DISC 



Control Bar To access general controls, click on the small handle to the right of the 
? in the top left hand corner of the screen, and the Control Bar will slide out. There 
are seven functions on the Control Bar: 

Quit Produces a dialog box that asks you whether you really want to quit. Clicking 
‘Yes’ quits this program; clicking ‘No’ cancels the request. 

Contents Brings up a pop-down list that replicates the listing at the bottom of the 
Main Contents screen. It also includes the sub-sections within the Reference Room. 
Clicking on any line takes you directly to that section. 

Find Brings up a panel that enables you to search for any text within the program. 
Glossary Produces the first entry (‘accent’) in the glossary panel. Move 
alphabetically forward and backward through entries by clicking the on screen arrow 
buttons, or use the arrow keys on your keyboard. 

Retrace Produces a pop-down list of the last fifteen places you’ve been in the program. 
J Takes you to the last section you were in. 

? Brings up the Help panel for the section you are currently in. 

The Ragtime Craze 

Watch and listen to the story of America’s love affair with ragtime. From ‘Minstrels 
and Cakewalkers’ to ‘Tin Pan Alley’, follow along with Robert Winter as he gives you 
a guided tour of American culture at the turn of the century. 

A Ragtime Sampler 

Contains over 60 rags in digital audio and/or MIDI formats. Select a favourite rag 
and read about its composer or view its classic sheet music cover. You can also 
learn about musical notation, change instruments and alter tempo. Or, just sit back 
and listen to rags recorded by Robert Winter. 




